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MEMORANDUM: FOR THE RECORD L June 1963
SURJECT CRASH OF A=~12 = 123/926

The following is chronological record with exhibits of the events

surrounding the non-fatal crash of A-12-123/926,

FACTSy

At approximately 1213 Local 24 May 1963 notification was received from
the Command Post that A-12, 123/926 had a possible emergency. Thls emergency
was declared by[ | who was flying chase in an F-10l, Upmn[:::::]
return to [ |he was questioned by the Commander and the DCO, He stated
that he had been chase with the A-~12 but had lost him on a turn in weather
over Wendover, Utah, [ ]received a garbled transmission which he believed

to read that the A-12 was having air-speed troubls,

The Commander set up his Headquarters in the Command Post and established

a telecon with Proiject Headquarters,

All available air-craft including the Connie #1102, C-47 #8117, F-10lts,
U3-B and the Csssna #180 were launched in a search effort but with negative
results, The He,7-5 hellcopter was placed on alert. At about 1305 Local &
call was received, through Yuletide Control, from a Mr., Anderson, dispatcher,
Uteh Highway patrol at Salt Lake City that an air-craft had crashed 14 miles
aouth of Wendover, Utah near Highway 50. Also that the pilot had ejected safely
and was uninjured, The Commander requested that all necessary assistance be
rendered and any available L wheel drive vehicles to stand by for further

instructions,

Tmergency crash procedures were implemented immediately and all search

air crafAppredbieFor RildaSOPORRTESEA WEIR-ROBIShESIRB058AG45616% home
offices or discuss the incident, ng&gs [goyerhge was requested from Nellis AFB,




Approved for Release 2002/§E1c %&gﬁpﬂ BQ0590R000200040010-0

25X1A
25X1A
08I and| —— 1 [ Jesutioned all incoming passengers and crew
members at TAC about discussing the incident, At 1520 L 24 May a LAC Jst Star
departed :lmroute to Wendover Auxiliary AFB carrying the Commander, 25X1A
DOM, Flight Surgeon, Security Officer, | |
T | 25X28X1A
25X1A
Landing was made st Wendover Auxiliary AFB at 1620L. was
found to be in semi-isolation guarded by Deputy Sheriffts Mr, Fd Boyce, Elko
County, Nevada and ¥r. G, Lewls Young, Toosle County, Uteh, :ladvised 25X1A
that he balled out at approximately 1200-1205L. He stated that he had not
relsased his name and had not discussed the ‘incidsnt. with anyone, He stated he
was in good physical condition except for some minor back pains. [ | 25X1A
advised that he had his emergency packet and a flight map in the lower right
leg pocket of his flight sult and this pocket was opened., After sjecting and
while parachuting down he noticad the pocket open and closed it but the packet
and flight map were missing, :lsmculated that he,lost the packet on 25X1A
ejection. He had his parachute, seat pack and seat with him the latter having
been picked up by one Mr. L, A, Hawitt, of Salt Lake City. Mr. Hewlti was 25X1A

driving North on Highway 51 and aaw:lp&ra.chuting to safety, Mr. Hewitt

who was driving a pick up truck turned off the highway and went to[ | 25X1A
assistance, finding and picking up the seat and drogue chute enroute., Returning

to the highway with |:| Mr, Hewitt was met by FElko County Deputy Sheriff  25X1A

7d Boyce who took[ ____ |to Wendover Aux,, AFB. It should be noted that Mr, 2°X1A
25X1A

Hewitt never visited or saw the crash site since he pickad: up about %

mile from the scene of the crash, In response to a request from:' 25X1A

Commander, Hill AFB had & helicopter standing by at Wendover and had dispatched

an Air Pollceman, S/Sgt Lloyd D, Gregory, AF 26792993, to the scens of the

y o w g m KT
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After determining that the scene of the crash was reaszonably accessible

Commander raleased the 4 wheel drive vehicles which had been placed

on stand by, [ | was examined by the Flight Surgeon and then questioned

briefly by the Commander and Mr, C.L. Johnson, Following this, he was returned

to via the Connie, On 25 May |:|and the Flight Surseon departed

[ Ifor Albuguerque, N.M, | | via 1AC Jst Star where he was

aiven a physical examination. He was found to be in good physleal condition.

The Commander and Mr. C,L. Johnson procseded to the scene of the crash
which was belng guarded by 3/Sgt Gregory, Air Police, Hill AFB, At approximately
1610L the mein pe k¥ arrived at Wendover Aux AFB and immediately proceedsd ta
the scene of the crash, A Command Post was estsblished in a priveste, semi-

igolated room at Wendover Aux AFB and manned by [ | persommel,

The maln wreckags was located approximately 14 miles South of Wendover
on Highway #50 and about three {3) miles Weet of the Highway or a total of
ebout 17 mlles from Wendover, (3ese exhibits 1, 2, 3, and 4) The crash area was

rugged desert country with no houses or inhabitants nearby.

Seattered parts of the wreckage were brought to the main scene and a guard
was posted over the wreckage by[  |Security personnel, The wrecksge scene
was visited by Col Charles 1L, Wimberly and Mr. Arthur E, Smith of USAF Direct~

orate of Safety, Norton AFR., California, on the afternoon of 24 May.

During the evening of 24 May the Commander received a phone ¢all from
fien Hubbard, NAFB, who advised him that an employee of a Salt Lske City
television station, one Mr, Art Xent, (See attachment 28) had flown over the
site durlng the afterncon and had taken photos., The Commander directed The
Security Officer and Deputy Security 0fficer to proceed to Salt Lake City,
contact tAPPIRYediFasRelaase A5 sBLARDETd BOREIGR00A2000400¢03Bhicle wis

CECRET
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rented and contact was made with Mr. Kent at O200L 25 May., Utllising OSI
credentials, and in & low key approach, the 80 and NSO explained that the
narticular incident was classified and 1t would be in the best interests of

the National Security to with hold any publicity etc. Mr. Kent gtated that

he was an ex-CID agent, had served six (6) years on the Salt Lake City police
force, and was well aware of Security requirements, It developed that he had
heard the news of the crash by monitoring the Utah State Highway Patrol circut.
Hle thought the incident had news potential and had rented a private plane (with
pilot) and with his photographer had flown to the aits, After taking the photos
he called Cen Hubbard to get more information before publishing the story. Gen
‘ubbard requested Mr. Kemt not to releass the story and told him[ |
would be contacting him soon, Wr. Kent agreed to surrender the film if the part
of the £ilm which showed other scenes were returned to him, Thls was agreed

upon and Mr. Kent was reimbursed $60,00 for air craft rental and film costs,

ur, Kent declined to give the name of the pilot and photographer stating that in -

order to get the shots they had to fly five (5) miles inside a restricted area

and he didn't want to get any ons into trouble, | |

decided that since the f£ilm had been surrendered it was best not to press the

matter and returned to Wendover with film arriving about 0500L, 25 May,

At daylight 25 May canvas tarps were placed over the main wreckage. puring

the night no one visited, or attempted to visit, the slts,

On the morning of 25 May it was decided by Headquarters that

should return to Salt Lake City and attempt to debrlef the pllot and photo~
grapher, [ | returned to Salt Lake City via C-47 and recontacted Mr.

Kent., After agsurances that no flight violations ete,, would be filed, he gave

Mr, White the name of the pilot and photographer. Mr, White contacted and de-
briefed b%gﬁr;ov?gel:o& %ggecﬁ& %8(3)2()0,5131 :a%!ﬁ-ﬁDPﬂ800590R000200040010-0
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During the afternoon and night of 24 May the Commander had requested
assistance from {11l AFB in the way of trucks, heavy equipment and drivers.

These arrived at Wendover on the morning of 25 May. {See attachment %)

mn the same morning an LAC team srrived at Wendover Aux AFB at approxi-~
mately 0700L, via Connis and work started at once on plcking up the wreckage,
At spproximately 2000 hours local 25 May all wreckags had been picked up and
transported to an smpty hangar at Wendover Aux AFB where 1t was undser guard
during the night by'[:::]ﬁecurity Personnel. At approximately 2100 hours local,
the truck drivers and equlpment operators from Hill AFE were debriefed by the
Commander and NS0 and released to return to Hill AFB. (See attachments 9

through 16).

It should be noted that on 24-25 May a gearch was made in and near the

wreckage for the lost emargency packet with negative results,

On 24 May Gen Hubbard made a news release that a F-105 flying cut of Nellis
AFP had crashed but the pliot had ejected safely. Neme of the pllot was with

held,

It should aleo be noted that all news medla in the Salt Lake City, Las

Japas and Los Angelas arseas wers monitored by and LAC Security personnel,

News items were c¢lipped and retained (See Attachments 17 through 27), The Salt
Lake City radio made several short statements durdng their regularly scheduled
news casts, These were very nearly the same as the newspaper ltems appearing

in the Salt Lake City newspaper (le P-105 etc.)

On 25 May two (2) C~124's (See attachments 29 and 30), arrived at Wendover

Aux APB and stood by to remove the wreckage to After having removed

the wrockiys 59, P PEPTLIARS A0 bR TG ATRE HABT0 B0 TR0 0b0 oo 100 Bt 2151

25 May where they spent the nighf. ., They daggrted again for Wendover at (0700 local
Sig i i
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26 May via Connie, The day of 26 May was devoted to sorting and loading the
| wreckage, Since mich of the wreckage was in small pleces and most of it with
sharp jagged edges, boxes had to be made and specisl handling and loading pro-
cedures wera requirsd., Plywood was requisitioned from Wendover Aux AFE to

make boxes on 25 May,

25X1A
25X1A On the afternoon of 26 May the Commander and personnel

ineluding| |ths 50 and DSO searched the area for the lost

smergency packet, A wide area extending beyond the point where the canopy was
found to the main wreckage was thourghly covered by vehicles and on foot, Thres
(3) hewheel drive trucks were utilized, The trucks were driven across the
terrain in a line about 75-100 yards apart with two individuals standing in the
rear scanning the area, VWhen this failed to produce the packet, all nine (9)
individuals spread out in & line, abreast about 50 feet apart, and walked over
the area, However, this alsc falled to produce the pscket, The Cessna #1280
was utilized to fly a low level search pattern but this was unproductive, The

search was terminated dus to approaching darkness esnd the party returned to

Wendover.
25X1A .
S On the night of 26 May final loading was accomplished and the LAC crew
25X1A departed Wemdover, arriving at[::::::::]at 2355 hours local, [ |security
personnel maintained a Security watch over the loaded C~124's the night of 26
May.
25X1A On 27 May the final C~124's carrying the last of the wreckage and remain-

ing Security personnel arrived at [:::::::]at 0845 and 1155 local, The wrack-
age was mloaded and placed under tarpe, with a guard in attendence, awaiting

| disposition by the accldent board,

| 1 AR PLYS I P pReRaRR 2008 0l vl RRP AP e AR W)Y who had
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been given a Security briefing by[::::::::] upon his arrival were debriefed

prior to final departure,

On 27 Hay Headquarters decided to release name to the press

because increasing pressurs and mounting speculation by the press. Release
was made by Gen Hubbard through his Public Information Officer (See Attach-

ments 25, 26 and 27).

25X1A

After recelving instructions from Headquarters, [  |briefed[ |
on the role he should play in the event he was contacted by a press represent-
stive. He was Instructed to ¢all his wife and his mother to reassure them of
his safety and to glve them certaln instructions in the event of a press

inquiry to either,

departed for his home via Connle at 1630 Local 27 May,

In a further effort to find the lost packet, USGS maps of the area were

obtalned, Uind direction and velocity for 24 May was plotted. Overlays

showing probable fall out pattern wers made and| b and four (4)

[::::]3ecurity personnsl dapartai[:::::::]fbr Wendover at 1000 hours local
28 way via C=~47, For the remalnder of 28 and 29 May the crash area and
surrounding terrain was searched on foot and by vehicle in the mammer hereto-
fore described, (See attachments 1 thru 4). This search was also unproductive

and the party returned to| _ |via C-47 arriving at 2040 local.

on 29 May[ | Commander held a staff meeting and after discussion
it was decided to deploy another search party to the crash site In an effort
to recéver the lost emeriency packet, Since a foot and vehlcle search was

unproductive it was decided that this search party should be on horse back,

and campApjroavied.Rer Releasef2002/051%th CIARDRIZEHBOOS80RG00 20004004 0rént horees
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and & wrangler through Mr, Darrell B, Wadeworth, Installation Fngineer,

Wandover Aux AFB.

Om the morning of 3 June Mr. C.L. Johnson measured and welghed a dup~
licate packet and by means of a computer determined the maximum fall out area

Por such a packet,

At 1000 hours local,[:::::::]Gommanéar, First Sgt and two para-medics
departed [ |via C-47. On the second (2) day the packet was found,
intact, in a new search area one and one-fourth miles in a North Fasterly
direction from where[::::::] landed and three and three-tenths miles Irom the

nighway, U.S, Alternate #50, (See attachment #2).

The packet was opened, inventoried by the Commander, and found not
compromised, The wrangler, one ¥r, Ray B, Petsrson was given a Security

caution by the Commander and dismlssed,

CONCLUSIONSt

The entire operation appearg to have been accomplished in as Secure a
manner &s possible under the existing circumstences. As heretofore mentioned,
the erash occurred in a very isolsted area which was a decldedadvantage., The
town of Wendover has only about 600 inhabitants and the incident did not appesr
to create any undue curiosity or speculatlon, All perasonnel who visited the
erash site and/or viewed the wreckage were given Security briefings by either

the Commander or Security Personnel.

Nevelopment of the film obtained from Mr, Xent (See attachmenta 31
thru 51), dlsclosed that the photography was so poor that a question exists

if it would be of news interest, Press intersst in the affalr, particularly

in the Sahpphevediby RuIesse DUTHOSH TLLIARD R0 o5dsRBB0200040010-0 |name
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25X1A

May 1963, Ar of 4 June 1963, the press had made no inquiries of

25X1A

was released, The last news ltem appeared in the Las Vegas newspaper on 28

and/

or msmbars of his family, received only one telephone
ingquiry, The A«l2 was so broken up on impact as to render 1t almost unrecog-
nigable, No press mesmbers or curiosiiy seekers visited, or atiempted to visit,
the erash site, The orash site could not be seen from Highway Alternate U, S,

450 and traffic on this road is light and infrequent. All members of the cragh

i racover team observed sound Security practices and there was no careless talk

vhich aided Security factors lmmeasurably.
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or speculation, The recovery operation was carried out swiftly and efficiently




